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Dear Colleagues,
Welcome back to another exciting school year! My name is Melanie Lee and I am your
Edmonton Regional ECEC President. I am grateful to be starting my 14th year teaching
in Grade 3 at Parkland Village School in Parkland County. I hope that you had a
wonderful summer and were able to recharge and reenergize for the new school year. I
had the amazing opportunity to explore eastern Canada with my family this summer
and it was a summer that I won’t forget anytime soon.
Fall is always a busy time of year - especially in the classroom! Getting to know your students and
building those relationships are so vitally important. Please give yourself the time and opportunity to get
to know your students. Building your classroom community and establishing routines are keys to a
successful year for yourself and for your students.
On Saturday, September 15, our Edmonton Regional ECEC Council hosted Jane, John and Theresa
Felling from Box Cars and One Eyed Jacks at Parkland Village School. Participants came prepared to
play and learn and they took part in a Make and Take Workshop focused on Numeracy games for
kindergarten to Grade 3.
Our 2018 ECEC Conference Committee has been busy getting all of the final details organized for our
2018 ECEC Conference at West Edmonton Mall’s Fantasyland Hotel from November 1st-3rd. Our theme
is “Transforming Today for Tomorrow” and we are so excited to have Fred Penner, Dr. Stuart Shanker
and Dr. Phil McRae as Keynote Speakers. I look forward to connecting and collaborating with all of our
ECEC colleagues and am hoping to see you all there!!!

Your work as Early Childhood Educators is so invaluable. Here’s to your
new school year and your new adventure. I wish you all a wonderful start
with your classroom full of artists, scientists, engineers, architects, authors
and mathematicians! Get ready to learn, see, do, explore, smile, question,
laugh, grow,
try, write, share, connect, imagine and do your very best alongside your students!!
Sincerely,
Melanie Lee
Edmonton Regional Early Childhood President
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Million Dollar Math on a
Dollar Store Budget
Workshop at Parkland Village School on September 15th, 2018
Jane Felling and her team from Box Cars and One Eyed Jacks braved a snowy September
Saturday to share her wonderful math centers with us. Participants were able to rotate through
10 different math stations at 15 minute intervals. It was highly engaging and everyone walked
away with a million math ideas. Congratulations goes out to Carrie Fullam from St. John Paul II
School, who won a free 2018 ECEC Conference Registration!!

Giraffes Can’t Dance Inspirational Art Ideas
I was fortunate enough to join Carrie Fox at Two Hills Mennonite School on Saturday, September
22. The North East Regional ECEC hosted a Literacy and Art workshop with Lana Lane and
Janice Dunn. Our morning focused on Phonemic Awareness and Building Vocabulary in our
students. In the afternoon, retired teacher Janice Dunn led us through making two different
pieces of art. One used black construction paper with construction paper crayons and chalk
pastels. The other used watercolour paper, black glue and our choice of watercolour techniques
(which she taught us that afternoon). All of the art was unique and so fun to create. At the end
of the afternoon, Janice also showed us how to create a simple giraffe sculpture with foil,
masking tape and acrylic paint.

Beginners Teacher’s
Conference - 2018

Annual ECEC Conference

Book Reviews
“You Hold Me Up”
by Monique Gray Smith and
Danielle Daniel.
We used this book on the first week of grade three as a way
of building culture and sharing who we are as individuals in
a class of many. After reading it, we brainstormed how we
can build a classroom community and embrace a positive
and inviting classroom culture in our class. We discussed
the different ways that we can show love to one another by
doing simple things everyday. This book paired beautifully
with the five love languages.
The book provided us examples of how we can hold each other up, and it was through our
conversations, that the students realized that we are all ‘held up’ in d
 ifferent ways. For example,
one person may feel ‘held up’ when someone says nice things to him or her. Others, might feel
‘held up’ when a friend helps them by doing something with/for them.
We decided that it was important to share how WE can be ‘held up’ and what makes US feel
loved.
They recorded their responses and provided a
visual representation of how they are held up. The
students then shared it with their classmates.
Documentation to pair with picture:
Exploring the many places in the classroom where
the students feel most physically comfortable and
ready to learn.
Jennifer Baeta
Grade Three Teacher
Christ the King School

“Cece Loves Science” b y Kimberly Derting and Shelli R. Johann,
illustrated by Vashti Harrison

Cece loves science and asking
questions. Why? How? What if? Her
teacher told her that she would make a great scientist because
science is all about asking questions. Join Cece and her friend,
Isaac, as they come up with a science question to investigate.
They brainstorm, test their subject, make observations and think
outside the box like real scientists! They know that in science,
results are not totally predictable! At the end, Cece makes the most
important observation of all!
This is the perfect read aloud book for budding scientists and
science classes alike! They will be introduced to scientific vocabulary related to conducting
experiments, different kinds of sciences and famous scientists. Appealing and colourful
illustrations make this a fun book to read!


“Arnie the Doughnut”
By author-illustrator Laurie Keller

Arnie is no ordinary doughnut – he’s chocolate-covered with
bright-coloured candy sprinkles and made at the Downtown
Bakery – “Home of the Best Doughnuts A-‘Round’! He also has
feelings and talks – a whole lot! His great adventure begins
when he’s purchased by Mr. Bing and that’s also when Arnie
makes a terrible discovery! Read to find out what happens!
The humorous illustrations and clever storytelling make this a fun book to read for readers of all
ages!
If you loved Arnie and are craving more, you’ll be pleased to know that Arnie the Doughnut is a
series, as is Adventures of Arnie the Doughnut. - Both books reviewed by Markiana
Cyncar-Hryschuk

“Pick a Circle, Gather Squares” b y Felicia Sanzari
Chernesky and Susan Swan

It's autumn and a family is off to the pumpkin patch. On their way,
the children notice all of the different shapes associated with fall: "On our hayride to the
patch/while we bump along we'll match/different shapes
to what we see./Will you harvest them with me?" The
rhyme scheme flows smoothly and is great as a
read-aloud. The cut-paper collages are a standout, rich in
texture, and with a vibrant seasonal palette. A wide variety
of shapes is covered, including some unusual ones:
"hexagons in honeycombs/and chicken wire where foxes
roam." While there are many books about shapes and
many about autumn and pumpkin picking, this effective
combination of the two deserves a place on most shelves.
A paired activity t o try: Have the students cut out a simple
shape to start, such as circle, square, or rectangle and
then take it outside with you! Show your students how it
doesn’t have to match exactly, but that you can find many
objects that share basic shape characteristics. - R
 eviewed
by Shae Smithaniuk

Inspiring Spaces
Combined 1/2 classroom
by Nicole Blanchet Parkland Village School

Grade 2 classroom by Carrie Fox Two Hills Mennonite School

Combined Early Education/Kindergarten/Grade 1
classroom by Shae Smithaniuk - Seba Beach School

“It is the supreme art of the teacher
to awaken joy in creative
expression and knowledge.”
- Albert Einstein

